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PROGLEMS OF U.N, VOTING 

AHHCR: VOA HE'S ANALYST RONALD J. DUMLAVEY DISCUSSES THO 
VOTES TAKEI! LAST WE TK AT THE UNITED NATIONS: 

VOICE: OBSERVERS VERE STARTLED LAST WEF WHEN THE UNITED 
STATES ABSTAILIED FROM THE GENERAL ASSCHGLY VOTE ON TRANSKEI. 
THE RESOLUTION It QUESTION COrociti€D THE CREATIO# OF THE NEV 
STATE, DESCRIS ING IT AS A PUPPZT OF SOUTH AFRICA AND A MEANS OF 
PERPETUATING APARTHEID, AND CALLI 'G Ol} ALL U.N. MERERS TO 
REFRAIM FROM Arty COUTACT VITH IT. SINCE THE UNITED STATES 
STRONGLY OPPOSES APARTHEID AMD iiAD ALREADY INDICATED IT OULD 
HOT RECOGHIZE TRAUSKET, IT AS ANTICIPATED THAT MASIINGTON 
WOULD VOTE FOR THE RESOLUTION. UISTEAD, TH UNITED STATES 
ADSTAIHNED -- THE OWLY HE:i-E® PRESENT TO BDO SO, 

AS THE AMCRICAH PELECATE URYLY REHARKED, WHEN THE VOTE 
NAS TAKEi! LAST TUESDAY, THE UMITSO STATES POSITION MAS A 
LONELY ONE. NEVCRTHELESS, HE EXPLAINED, THE ABSTENTION VAS 
JUSTIFIED GECAUSE OF THC LOOSE WORDING OF THE RESOLUTION, IN 
EFFECT, THE GENERAL ASSCMSLY UAS ATTELPTIIIG TO IMPOSE SANCTIONS 
-- SOMETHING WHICH, UNDER THE TERMS OF THE U.!!, CHARTER, CA 
ONLY CE CONE BY THE SECURITY COiWM:ICIL. FURTHERMORE, AS THE 
RESOLUTION WAS “ORDED, IT WOULD HAVE REQUIRED U.N. MNEMBCRS 
NOT JUST TO ASSTAIN FRO RECOGHIZIiG TRANSKEI BUT ALSO TO BREAK 
OFF CONTACT WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN POPULATION, INCLUDING THOSE 
MORKING FOR SOCIAL JUSTICS AND EQUALITY. 

ALMOST UNHOTICED, SIMILAR SITUATION HAD COME UP JUST THE 
DAY BEFORE AT THE UNITED NATIONS, A VOTE WAS BEING TAKEN ON 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SELF-DETERHINATION, HERE, AGAIN, THE 


UNITED STATES, SECAUSE IT STROHGLY SUPPORTS SELF-DETERMINATION, 
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HIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO VOTE AFFIRIATIVELY-<=~INSTEAD 

OF WHICH, ALONG WIT! SRITAI!:, FRAvCS AND ISRAEL, IT VOTFD NO, 
THE FINAL VOTE YAS ONE HUHDRED TWO IN FAVOR, FOUR AGAINST, 

AND THENTY-FOUR ABSTENTIONUS., AGAIi, THE REASON WAS LOOSE 
WORDING, AFTER STATING lit TH™ STRONGEST TERMS UNITED 

STATES SUPPORT FOR "THE RIGHT OF INDIVIDUALS AND PEOPLES TO 
DETERIING THEIR O'f! DESTINIES," THE AMERICAN SPOKESHAN POINTED 
OUT THAT THE RESOLUTION COHTAINED “ALLEGATIONS OR INCORRECT 
LEGAL CONCLUSIONS." FOR ON® THI''G, HE SAID, IT CONTAINED 
"VAGUE AND GEHMERALIZUED CONDFIWIATIONS OF MENDERS OF THE HORTH 
ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. COPT.) FOR ANOTHER, IT EQUATED 
THOEPENOENCE 'ITH SELF-DETERIPNATION, WHEREAS THE UNITED STATES 
VIEW IS THAT THDEPEMDEL:CE MAY OR MAY NOT FOLLO! AN ACT OF 
SELF-DETERMINATION, DEPESNI::. ON WHAT THE PEOPLE THE'ISELVES 


CHOOSE. AT ANOTHER POINT, THE RESOLUTIO: STisGLED OUT 


CERTAIS! CASES BUT IGHORED OTHEAT.CEND OPT.) AD, AS IN THE 
TRAUSKET RESOLUTION, TH> SELF-DETERMINATION RESOLUTION FAILED 
TO COHPLY WITH THE U.I!, CHARTER. IT REPRESENTED ITS PROVISIONS 
AS IF THEY WERE BINDING, WHEREAS UNDER THE CHARTER GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS ARE RECOMMENDATIONS AND ARE NOT MANDATORY. 
IT TAKES A CERTAIN AMOUF!T OF COURAGE TO VOTF AGAINST 
POPULAR RESOLUTIONS AHS RU THE CHAHCH OF BDEENG CRITICIZED FOR 
IT, BUT STUDENTS OF U.!i, AFFAINS HAY® REPEATEDLY WARHED 
AGAINST THE TENDENCY TO INCLUDC CXTRANE US, IMPRECISE AND 
EVEN INCORRECT WORDING IN RESOL'ITIONS---SOHETIMES FOR 
POLITICAL REASONS, SOHEZTIMES OUT OF HASTE OR CARFLESSHESS,. 
THEY HAVE WARNED, TOC, AGAINST COHTINUOUS PROCEDURAL 


VIOLATIONS OF THE CHARTER WHICH HAY NOT SEEM IMPORTANT AT 
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THE TINE BUT YAHICH CAr ESTA” LID: ULTIATELY HARMFUL 

PRECEDENTS, THE UMITED STATSS VOTT IN THE GENERAL ASSEMRLY LAST 
HONDAY=--AND ITS ABSTEHTION ON TUCSDAY---~!'/ERC NOT DIRECTED 
AGAINST THE CASIC PURPOSE OF THE RESOLUTIONS IN QUESTION SUT 
RATHER DY A DESIRE TO PROTECT THT MEAIING AND USEFULNESS 


OF THE WORLD ORCAHIZATION, 


